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DIPLOMATIC CROSSFIRE

Canadian caught in visa spat wants hostlllty to end

Businessman turned away by UAE wants to meet with Prime Minister, says animosity puts millions at stake

JOE FRIESEN

The busmessman tumed away by
the United Arab Emirates over a
visa flap returned to Canada de-
termined to meet Prime Minister
Stephen Harper and insist that
Canada end diplomatic hostilities
between the two countries.

Darius Mosun, CEQ of an archi-
tectural construction firm, is call-
ing for a meeting with Mr, Harper
to emphasize the need to get re-
lations with Canada’s largest Mid-
dle East trading partner back on
track. He said millions of dollars
are at stake.

“How is it that we gof to the
point that Canadians are being
singled out?” Mr. Mosun said in
an interview Sunday. “When
you’re standing in a line with
Americans and Europeans and
they pull you aside because they
see you’re holding a Canadian
passport, it's embarrassing. It's
unCanadian. I don’t like it. 'm
not going to stand for it and I'm
not going to put up with it

Mr. Mosun was denied entry to
the UAE at Abu Dhabi’s airport
last Friday and forced to spend
the night in the terminal before
flying home to Canada. He was
told by immigration officials in
the UAE that his visa was a sin-
gle-entry visa only. It expired
when he left the UAE last week
for a brief side trip to Saudi Ara-
bia. Mr. Mosun said he had no
idea that was the case. The visa
document bears no indication
that it is good for only one entry.

Relations between Canada and
the UAE soured last autumn
when Canada denied the request
from UAE air carriers for extend-
ed landing rights at Toronto’s
Pearson International airport.
The UAE responded by kicking
the Canadian military out of its
staging base near Dubai, used to
supply the Canadian Forces in Af-
ghanistan. Visas became manda-
tory for Canadian travellers in
January. The visas range in price
from $250 for a 30-day visa to
$1,000 for a six-month multiple-
entry visa.

Mr. Mosun said he will be call-
ing the Prime Minister’s Office
this week to ask for a meeting.
He also wrote to International
Trade Minister Peter Van Loan
several weeks ago, he said, asking
for a meeting to discuss relations
with the UAE. In the letter, he
said he was upset about the new
visa requirements and also want-
ed to see the UAFE’s air carriers al-
lowed to offer more flights out of
Toronto. The minister has not re-
plied, Mr. Mosun said.

“The people that I see and meet
on my travels in that part of the
world are wise, highly educated
and reasonable. If we polarize
people ... without understanding
them, respecting them, showing
them the patience and grace of
being Canadian, it is going to cost
us,” he said. “This is a matter that
is apolitical.

“I truly believe that the way
these things are being handled is
not right.”

His firm, Soheil Mosun Limited,
specializes in high end architec-
tural projects, having recently
built the Wheel of Conscience
memorial, designed by Daniel Li-
beskind, at the Pier 21 immigra-
tion museum in Halifax.

Mr. Mosun said the way Cana-
dians are now treated in the UAE
has changed dramatically. On his
most recent visit, he said Cana-
dians were selected for special se-
curity screening that included
retinal scans, which were not re-
quired for visitors from the U.S.
or Western Europe.

Mr. Mosun said the importance
of good relations with the UAE
will be magnified in the coming
years as wealth concentrates in
the Middle East. The necessity of
obtaining a visa for each visit
makes Canadian companies less
competitive in the UAE, he said.

“Why are we insulting these
people? Why are we causing
them to retaliate?” he said.
“They’re our number one trading
partner in the Middle East. Why
aren’t we doing something about
it?”

Darius Mosun recelly got caught in the crossfire of the iplomaﬁc war between Canada and the United Arab Emirates. JENNIFER ROBERTS/THE GLOBE AND MAIL
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PREVIEW: Tues Feb, 1st,- 9 A.M, to 4 PM.
LOCATION: 47 Coldwater Road, Toronto, ON

Commercial Walk-in Refrigerators & Freezer
Boxes « Commercial Refrigeration Units &
Prep Counters + Rack & Restaurant Ovens,
Stoves, Proofers (Electric & Gas) * Ecologizer
& Exhaust Systems + Ice Makers « Bread
Slicers « Mixers * Espresso Machines « Orange
Juicers * Commercial Coffee Brewing Sy
» Stainless Steel Tables & Sinks + 2008 GMC
550 diesel cargo truck + Forklifts Pallet
Racking « Restaurant/Retail Equip. & Furniture
« Metro & Baking Racks + Restaurant Seating «
Panasonic HD Plasma Displays * Qty of]
Specialty Foods, Preserves, Food Packaging,
Condiments « PLUS MORE
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: 1-800-263-1469
ALL SALES SUBJECY YO BUYER’S PREMIUM
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THE CIBC
switch

CIBC TFSA Tax Advantage
Savings Account”

Increase your savings
« Earn interest tax-free
% » Enjoy the security of guaranteed interest
Plus, access your money at any time, for any reason.

LU UL  Act now - offer ends April 30,2011,

Speak to a CIBC advisor today. Visit any branch, go to
cibc.com/switchsavingmadeeasier or call 1 800 465-CIBC (2422)

Scan this QR code to CIBC
calculate your tax savings. //-’—'

Download a QR code
reader App, then scan code.

For what matters.

*This is a combined bonus and regular annual rate paid on New Balances for the CIBC TFSA Tax Advantage Savings Account ("Account”). The bonus and/or re?ular Account rates
may change at any time without prior notice. Ask a CIBC advisor for current rates. How it works: The regular Account rate is paid on the full daily closing balance. In addition, on
days when an Account’s closing balance exceeds its Nov. 30/10 closing balance (the difference between the two balances is a "New Balance”), the New Balance earns a bonus rate
for that day. Interest is paid monthly. Offer runs-from Dec. 1/10 to Apr. 30/11, Other conditions apply, so ask in branch or see www.cibc.com for full terms and conditions.

™Trademark of CIBC. “CIBC For what matters. is a trademark of CIBC.
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